
Summer Language 
Exploration

Mountview Grade 8 



““Why do we need the things in books? The poems? The essays? The 
stories? Authors disagree. Authors are human and fallible and foolish. 

Stories are lies after all, tales of people who never existed and the things 
that never actually happened to them. Why should we read them? Why 
should we care?  The teller and the tale are very different. We must not 

forget that. Ideas - written ideas- are special. They are the way we 
transmit our stories and our thoughts from one generation to the next. If 
we lose them, we lose our shared history. We lose much of what makes us 
human. And fiction gives us empathy; it puts us inside the minds of other 
people, gives us the gift of seeing the world through their eyes. Fiction is 

a lie that tells us true things, over and over.” ~ Neil Gaiman
“
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Objective

The 8th grade ELA teachers at Mountview are excited to 
offer you a new way of engaging with language over the 
summer. It is important for students to continue to 
engage with language during the summer to prevent 
losing some of the gains they made in their skill level 
during the school year. (Typically, students who stop 
reading, writing, and other language activities will 
regress a bit.) This assignment is a way to keep students’ 
language skills at or above their grade level. We used to 
limit this assignment to summer reading only, but we 
know that many students are ardent viewers,  creative 
writers, journalists, movie makers, actors, vocabulary 
vultures, conversationalists, storytellers, and more. We 
want them to tap into their passions, as long as they play 
with language. This approach follows the philosophy of 
Universal Design for Learning.
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Task

The choices on the following slides reflect the skills that 
are part of a robust English Language Arts experience: 
reading, writing, speaking/performing, listening, and 
coming together as a community to experience the craft 
of others who express stories and ideas with words. We 
encourage you to have fun and expand your horizons! 
While there are a wide variety of offerings, all incoming 
8th grade students should choose one activity they can 
share—something they will enjoy that allows them to tap 
into their interests, expand their knowledge, and express 
themselves.  

While it is important that students work towards this 
task over the summer, teachers will provide a portion of 
class time during the first week of school to finish up the 
final touches and get feedback. 



If you would like to focus on reading, you may 
select an activity from the following slide.

Ideally, you should choose titles that highly interest you 
and are at or above your reading level. The Lexile 

Framework for Reading has a tool that allows you to 
search for books by interest category and level of 

difficulty.

Read
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https://lexile.com/
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● Create your own book club. Get together with a group of 
friends to read a novel or nonfiction book released in 2022. 
Video record part of your book club discussion, create a 
trailer for the book with yourselves as characters, vlog or 
blog a review. If you are looking for a suggested reading 
from your 8th-grade teachers, click here. 

● Read the newspaper. Check out The Boston Globe. Keep a 
journal or blog about what you read, write a letter to the 
editor based on trending topics or focus on local newspapers 
- like the Telegram or The Landmark.  

● Choose a book to read with your family and discuss. (Good 
Reads has good suggestions, but you and your family can 
pick whatever you’d like!) How did the shared experience 
affect the quality and types of interactions you had in the 
family unit?

● Read a genre or a topic you wouldn’t normally explore deeply 
(poetry, how-to, plays, screenplays, nonfiction, collected 
essays, adventure) and stick with it. Write about your 
challenges and victories.

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1pvPiibVNvmI5_tRLPxuY59rjEKg0RzxfSipXUhniARo/edit
https://www.bostonglobe.com/
https://www.telegram.com/
https://www.thelandmark.com/
http://www.goodreads.com/group/show/95242-best-book-club-family-friendly
http://www.goodreads.com/group/show/95242-best-book-club-family-friendly


If you would like to focus on writing, you may 
select an activity from the following slides.
If you’re a writer, work on that story, poem, novel, 

memoir, or graphic novel you’ve been hoping to get to. 
Note: this should be NEW work (not something from a 
past grade). You should have at least ONE typed page.

Write
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● Catalog a road trip, write a journal, and then create some 
type of story out of it (think On the Road).

● Research local history (Holden, Rutland, Wachusett 
Reservoir, etc.), focusing on primary sources available 
through historical societies, libraries, and visiting sites. Then 
turn it into some type of story or a series of quiz-like “Did 
You Know?” slides like they have on the jumbotron at Fenway 
Park or movie theaters.

● Catalog and write about observations on your nature walks 
(think Thoreau, Aldo Leopold, etc.).

● Practice “slow journalism” by documenting the world around 
you. Follow the “Milestone” rules of Pulitzer-Prize-winning 
journalist Paul Salopek, who is documenting his journey on 
Out of Eden Walk as he walks (yes, walks) from where the 
first humans emerged in Ethiopia through the Middle East 
and Asia to North America.

● Collect photographs from yard sales and flea markets. Use 
them to imagine a new story (Who are the people in the 
photos? What is the story behind each?), organized in some 
type of scrapbook/photo album format, complete with 
captions. 

https://www.amazon.com/Road-Jack-Kerouac/dp/0140283293/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1465424479&sr=8-1&keywords=on+the+road
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uqZiIO0YI7Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uqZiIO0YI7Y
http://www.biography.com/people/henry-david-thoreau-9506784#synopsis
http://www.aldoleopold.org/AldoLeopold/leopold_bio.shtml
http://www.outofedenwalk.com/milestones/?page=4


● Write fan fiction of any kind...incorporating characters from 
any media (keep in mind fanfiction sites vary based on 
writing topic). Check out this site to see a variety of 
examples.

● Blog or write a graphic novel about your vacation.
● Take photos of cool graffiti and write a backstory for the 

artist and his or her inspiration.
● Spend some time with your dog, cat, or any pet.  If you don’t 

have a pet, borrow one. Write a memoir from the animal’s 
point of view. If you don’t want to write a memoir, paint or 
draw the narrative, or write a song.

● Take the illustrations from a well-known children’s book and 
tell an entirely different story using those same illustrations.

● Do a series of reviews of “the best of” summer, focusing on 
places you’ve visited or researched: beaches, places for ice 
cream, restaurants, activities, etc.

● Humans of Holden: Model your work after the Humans of 
New York. Find five people, take compelling portraits of them, 
and ask them to reveal something interesting about how 
they are feeling about their lives, which you will then turn 
into a caption. 
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https://www.fanfiction.net/
https://www.storyboardthat.com/create/worksheet-graphic-novel
http://www.humansofnewyork.com/
http://www.humansofnewyork.com/


If you would like to focus on speaking, you may 
select an activity from the following slide.
You should have evidence of whatever event you 

participated in, in addition to a one page reflection. 

Speak/ 
Perform
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● Act in a play. Keep the program and write a reflection 
about your experience.

● Publicly perform a full set with your band (take some 
pictures or video!). 

● Volunteer to make phone calls for a political candidate you 
support.

● Summer is movie season in Massachusetts. Get on a 
movie set as an extra or even cast in a production or a 
commercial through Boston Casting. (You can join their 
email list to be updated on open casting calls). Write about 
your experience.

● Take on a summer project (alone, with friends, with a 
family member) in which you build, repair, customize, or 
otherwise get hands-on with something.  Construct a 
new patio, deck, or stone wall; Overhaul the motor on 
your boat or your car; Build an instrument or piece of 
furniture; Customize your bike, dirtbike, or motorcycle. 
Then communicate the experience via blogging, writing a 
step-by-step manual, or writing a narrative. Make sure 
you describe your challenges as well as your triumphs.
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http://www.bostoncasting.com/


If you would like to focus on listening, you may 
select an activity from the following slide.
You should have evidence of whatever event you 

participated in, in addition to a one page reflection. 

Listen
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● What songs were the soundtrack of your summer? Why did 
you connect with those songs? Be sure to list and explain at 
least five. 

● Interview a grandparent or family member to record family 
stories (listen to StoryCorps for examples). Present the 
interview in a journalistic format.

● Listen to a radio station that you normally never would over 
the course of a few weeks/months and write about what you 
discover.

● Meditate. Attempt to clear your mind and notice what 
thoughts intrude. What does the voice in your head say 
when it interrupts? Keep a journal of the trends in your 
thinking. Or, do guided meditations to help you conquer a 
problem (procrastination, anxiety, negativity, etc.) Evaluate 
which ones work for you and why. Check out free app trials 
like Calm and Headspace.

● Listen to the Top 10 Speeches on American Rhetoric.com. 
Evaluate them for their effectiveness and unique qualities.

● If you have someone in your life with Alzheimer’s or memory 
loss, volunteer with the Music & Memory project to help 
them unlock their memories.
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https://storycorps.org/
https://www.calm.com/
https://www.headspace.com/
http://www.americanrhetoric.com/top100speechesall.html
http://musicandmemory.org/

